
BY DAVID MARK SIMPSON
Daily Press Staff Writer

CITY HALL Should City Hall raise the rent
control registration fee cap to $288 per year
and require landlords to pay at least half of

the established fee?
Voters will get to decide in November

and, in ballot literature, residents on both
sides of the issue have weighed in on
Measure FS, a ballot measure introduced by
City Council.

In one corner, arguing in favor of the
measure, is Councilmember Ted Winterer,
Santa Monicans for Renters’ Rights co-Chair
Patricia Hoffman, outgoing Rent Control
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1433 Wilshire Boulevard, at 15th Street
310-394-1131 | OPEN 24 HOURS

Incredible
Dinner
Specials Soup or Mixed Green Salad

Choice of Entree
Coffee,Tea or Fountain Drink

Served 4 PM - 10 PM Daily

$12.95 $13.95

&

Book your In Home Design
Consultation today!

Selling the Westside since 1999

J.D. Songstad, Realtor

310-571-3441

www.MrWestside.com

JD@MrWestside.com
Lic# 01269119

Call for details (310) 458-7737

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS HERE!
Yes, in this very spot! 

BY MATTHEW HALL
Editor-in-Chief

MONTANA AVE The Santa Monica Police
Department's Beat 4 contains diverse resi-
dents, upscale retail and at least two local
institutions in the form of Neighborhood
Resource Officer Scott McGee and Crime
Prevention Coordinator Mike Cveyich.

The Santa Monica Police Department has
dedicated partnerships assigned to one of the
City's four beats. There are four teams with-
in the department's Community Affairs
Division and each team is dedicated full time
to their one beat providing specialized serv-
ices while building an in depth knowledge of
the area. Each team has a Neighborhood
Resource Officer (NRO) and a civilian Crime
Prevention Coordinator (CPC).

McGee and Cveyich are both life-long
residents, not just of the City but also of the
specific neighborhoods that form the back-
bone of their patrol area. The pair both
attended the local schools, albeit decades
apart, of Roosevelt, Lincoln and Samohi,
providing them with a deep sense of person-
al connection to the streets.

“It's something to me that is more than a
sense of responsibility, it's a sense of pride in
the area. It's an area that I patrol but it's also
the same area that I learned to drive a car,”
said McGee.

Cveyich said the community connectivity
essential to community policing is built into
their every day lives. From the teachers in the
schools, to the entrepreneurs on Montana to
the individual neighbors, being part of the
community provides them with a knowledge
that goes beyond the bounds of the job.

“It's that sense of not just ownership, but
a pride of ownership,” said Cveyich. “That's
one advantage for both of us, is we know a
lot of people in the area personally.”

Cveyich said he enjoyed his role as a

BY DAVID MARK SIMPSON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Editor’s Note: Every year, city departments set goals
and objectives. In August, City Hall released informa-
tion about how each of the 15 departments pro-
gressed toward these goals during the 2013-14 fiscal
year. Over a several week period, the Daily Press will
take a look at the goals that are being achieved
(according to City Hall) and the ones that aren’t.

CITY HALL The Community and Cultural
Services Department boasted several high-
profile victories last year, like celebrating the
opening of Tongva Park in November, pro-
ducing GLOW last September, and design-
ing Buffer Park, adjacent to the Expo Light
Rail maintenance facility.

Additionally, the department has already
hit its benchmark for street homelessness
reduction by 5 percent over two years. Its

provided more than its $750,000 benchmark
in financial assistance to low-income youth.

It far exceeded its goal of producing 180
community cultural events, tallying 255.
Likewise with its goal of getting 60,000 youth
to visit cultural and arts events — nearly
96,000 kids showed up to events this fiscal year.

Most projects, like the implementation of

SEE BEAT PAGE 9SEE RENT PAGE 3

SEE GOALS PAGE 10

Matthew Hall matt@smdp.com
GOAL MET: The Community and Cultural Services Department listed Tongva Park as one of it’s major accomplishments in the past year.

City Goals: Cultural Services and
Government Relations departments

Life-long 
Santa Monicans
bring personal
touch to police
department

Initiative Arguments: Rent control fee
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For help submitting an event, contact us at
310-458-7737 or submit to editor@smdp.com

Saturday, August 30

Natural bodybuilding and 
bikini competition

Santa Monica High School 
Barnum Hall

601 Pico Blvd., 10:30 a.m. 
and 5:30 p.m.

The 2nd Annual Mr & Ms Natural
Bodybuilding & Bikini Competition will
showcase natural physiques at their
best. All levels are welcome to com-
pete. Come to watch, cheer, and be
motivated by the athletes that have

worked so hard to achieve their best
shape. NANBF (North American
Natural Bodybuilding Federation)

sanctioned event. To compete or for
more info go to lanaturalbodybuild-

ing.com. Prejudging $15; 
Finals $25; Full Event $35. 

Contact Victor Ikani at 
(612) 386-8035 for more information.

Princess, Prince and Pirates
Promenade Playhouse

1404 3rd Street Promenade, 
5 - 6 p.m.

Princess, Prince and Pirates Create
Your Own Fairytale Adventure Be a

part of the magic and accompany the
Fairy Godmother on a grand adven-
ture, where you the audience will
choose your very own Princess,
Prince and Pirate adventure. This

brand new concept show allows the
audience to choose which princess,
prince or pirate they will interact with

and the outcome of the story. The
entire story is guided by the audi-
ence and told with dialogue and of
course singing and dances that all

audience members are encouraged
to participate. Call (310) 804-0223

for ticket sales. Admission 
is $12 - $20.

Enameled Silver Message
Pendants

Palisades Park
1450 Ocean, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Using .999 pure silver and vitreous
(glass) enamel, plus metal letter

stamping tools, we will be making
gorgeous one-of-a-kind pendants.

Stamp a word or phrase onto a silver
blank, decorate with colorful glass
powders, then kiln fire for (almost)

instant gratification. If you have taken
Sharon's copper enameling class, sil-

ver is the next step, allowing for
greater color variation and trans-

parency. You will leave with a fine sil-
ver enameled pendant on a sterling

silver chain. This is a beginners class
and all skill levels welcome. Cost is

$50 + $20 cash material fee to
instructor. Please register at
http://ow.ly/oZGSg or call 

(310) 458-2239

Beginning Ukulele 
Palisades Park

1450 Ocean, 2:30 - 4 p.m.
Find your way around a ukulele by
tackling Beatles songs. Beginners
welcome. Ukulele tablature will be
taught and chord charts for songs
provided. New songs each week.
Please bring your ukulele and the

willingness to experiment. Jon Lee is
a multi-instrumentalist, composer and

singer-songwriter active in the Los
Angeles music and theater communi-
ties. He has a bachelor's degree in
music and is currently pursuing his

Master of Music degree in
Commercial Music at CSU Los

Angeles. View and Register for cur-
rent classes at http://ow.ly/oZGSg.

Contact
communityclasses@smgov.net 

or (310) 458-2239. $65, 
bring your own ukulele.

Fairview Knitters
Fairview Branch Library
2101 Ocean Park Blvd., 

3:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Knitting, conversation, and tea at the

Library. Everyone welcome. Call
(310) 458-8681 for more information.

Pharaohs Festival
Third Street Promenade

10 a.m. - 10 p.m.
An unforgettable weekend of food,

fun and culture. For more information
call (909) 964-7955 or visit
www.pharaohsfestival.com.

Sunday, August 31

Jazz on the Lawn
Stewart Street Park

1819 Stewart St., 5 - 7 p.m.
Santa Monica Cultural Affairs pres-

ents the 9th annual Jazz on the Lawn
summer concert series. Bring a pic-
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Board member Marilyn Korade-Wilson,
League of Women Voters of Santa Monica
President Ann Williams, and AARP tax-aide
Barry Seid.

They point out that until last year, when
the percentage dropped to about 89 percent,
Santa Monica was the only rent control
jurisdiction in the state that allowed land-
lords to pass on 100 percent of the registra-
tion fee to the tenants.

“A Yes vote will require landlords to pay
their fair share and protect the future of rent
control in Santa Monica,” Measure FS propo-
nents said in their argument. “Santa Monica
landlords can afford to pay their fair share.
Since 1999, landlords have been able to rent
vacated units at market rate. Their profits
have increased dramatically. As a result, ten-
ant harassment has spiked as landlords seek
to remove long-term tenants and seniors.”

Proponents claim that, while the registra-
tion fee would be capped at $288, the actual
fee would rise gradually, not reaching the
cap for “at least 10 years.”

It should be noted that — while the reg-
istration fee can be used only to cover the
cost of the Rent Control Board budget and
cannot be used to generate revenue —

should the budget expand rapidly, there
would be nothing place to stop the registra-
tion fee from rising sooner.

Proponents note that, even at the $288
annual rate, renters would pay less toward
the registration fee than they do now thanks
to the fact that landlords would have to pick
up half the tab.

The other corner includes tenant Robert
Hoffman and homeowners Amy Chang and
Carol Fox.

They claim that the 24 Rent Control
Board staff members make an average of
$165,000 per year in salaries and benefits.

“Now they want more — a lot more —
that's why the City Council put this measure
on the ballot, to allow the Rent Board to
increase their already bloated budget by up
to 60 (percent),” the opponents said. “The
more they make the more we pay.”

There is no explanation included as to
who the “we” is that will pay more.

Santa Monica, they claim, already charges
substantially more for the registration fee
than cities like Oakland, Los Angeles, and
San Francisco.

Opponents claim that the extra cash will
go toward “bloated” employee salaries.

“They are acting more like the City of
Bell every day!,” opponents said.

dave@smdp.com
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SMALL BUSINESS

STARTUP?
LET ME HELP YOU SUCCEED

(310) 395-9922
SAMUEL B. MOSES, CPA

1000 Wilshiree Blvd.,, Suitee 1800 Santaa Monicaa 90401

nic, blanket, beach chair, and family
and friends of all ages for a sampling
of jazz each Sunday in August. There
will be food trucks at each concert.
Free admission, parking & bike valet

Sunset Sessions w/Silent
Frisco

Santa Monica pier
2 - 10 p.m.

DJ booths directly transmit music to
wireless headphones, creating a silent

dance party with infinite view of the
Pacific Ocean. For more information

call (213) 465-3123 or 
visit www.hlpresents.com

The 8th Annual MixMatch
Dance Festival

The Miles Memorial Playhouse (View)
1130 Lincoln Blvd.

The Hart Pulse Dance Company's 8th
Annual MixMatch Dance Festival con-
cludes Aug. 31. Dancers from around
the country will present performances
in almost every genre. Tickets, lineup

and more information is available 
hartpulsedance.com. 

Monday, September 1

September 1
Pop Up Burger Bar

Viceroy Santa Monica
1819 Ocean Ave., 3-8 p.m.

Kick back beneath the palms on Labor
Day for a backyard poolside celebra-
tion. With a live DJ on the tables, in-

house mixologists getting crafty at the
bar, and Chef Tony running our gour-

met pop up gourmet burger shop,
you'll enjoy an afternoon of good eats,

great vibes and fantastic cocktails. The
gourmet burger bar offers a selection
of build-your-own ingredients including
proteins, over 20 toppings, fillings and

plenty of sides.

Team Eagle One workout
Santa Monica Pier

12 - 2 p.m.
Weekly workout in LA with Coach

John Mac. You will be on Santa Monica
Pier area (meeting area at rings and
pullup bars just south of pier) for two
full hours of pull-ups, rope climbs, soft

sand runs, etc. Come prepared to
workout. Please be there at least 20
minutes before the start of the event.

Register online at https://www.sealsw-
cc.com/forums/register.php Team

Eagle One is a call-to-action to build
awareness among diverse men (16-24)
about the career opportunities available
through Naval Special Warfare (NSW)

as a SEAL or SWCC.

Labor Day Clambake & Cookout
benefiting Heal the Bay

Whiskey Red's
13813 Fiji Way, Marina del Rey, 

1 -  8 p.m.
$10 Admission (includes patio access,

live music and food & drink specials
$45 Clambake Ticket (includes all-you-
can-eat seafood buffet, whiskey tast-

ings, one complimentary alcoholic bev-
erage, patio access, live music & drink

specials). Tickets available at
www.eventbrite.com.

Monday Fun Day
Annenberg Beach House
415 Pacific Coast Hwy., 

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Join us for today's free Monday Fun
Day activity. Look for us around the

site or ask at Guest Services for
today's location.

LISTINGS
FROM PAGE 2

BY FRANCESCA BILLINGTON
Daily Press Intern

DOWNTOWN ChocoChicken, a downtown
Los Angeles restaurant specializing in deep
fried, chocolate-coated chicken, will open a
second location on Santa Monica Blvd.

The first restaurant opened on June 11 of
this year on 403 W 12th St by Keith Previte
and Umami Burger founder Adam
Fleischman.

According to their menu, the chicken is
“Soaked in a 36 hour brine then coated in
a bombastic sweet and savory crust.”
Previte was inspired to infuse chocolate
into his fried chicken as a substitute for
other spices.

“I wanted to use the chocolate [to] bal-
ance all the other flavors and use it as a sage
or rosemary - as another spice,” Previte said.

A mix between a family restaurant and
sports bar, ChocoChicken offers a full bar
with signature cocktails while still catering
to people of all ages.

“On sports days when the Kings were on
the Stanley Cup, we were jammed full of
Kings fans,” Previte said. “[Or] you could
walk in there on a Saturday at noon and I'll
have six tables of kids. Depending on the

time of day, we cross all sorts of barriers.”
Usually the daytime crowd is dominat-

ed by more food while night customers
order more drinks, Previte said.
ChocoChicken will start offering bar ori-
ented foods for the football season,
including roasted cauliflower in buffalo
wing sauce as a vegetarian option for
sports fans that don't eat chicken.

Currently working on obtaining a liquor
license and finishing plans to begin building,
ChocoChicken is ready to take on Santa
Monica.

“I love the Santa Monica location,”
Previte said. “I think it's going to be an
amazing spot. The Santa Monica location is
a pretty diverse crowd [and] being near the
3rd St. Promenade, we'll get tourists as well
as locals down there. We're very American,
we're very cutting edge, we're doing things a
little bit differently so we're glad they're
embracing it.”

editor@smdp.com

Chocolate fried chicken
coming to Santa Monica

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
■ Send letters to editor@smdp.com

RENT
FROM PAGE 1

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! SEND YOUR LETTERS TO • Santa Monica Daily Press • Attn.
Editor: • 1640 5th Street, Suite 218 • Santa Monica, CA 90401 • editor@smdp.com
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OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters will be published on a space-available basis. It is our intention to publish all letters 
we receive, except those that are libelous or are unsigned. Preference will be given to those that are e-mailed to editor@smdp.com. All letters must include the author’s name and telephone number for purposes of verification. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content.

No legal options
Dear Editor:

Along with my husband, I have been opposing
destruction of the home we own at Village Trailer
Park for quite some time - covered by rent control in
perpetuity, and protected against eviction of us or
destruction of the Park by four state laws. We have
been working fulltime, both of us, on this for almost
five years. In all that time, I still have not become
able to believe that people even exist who can have
such inhumane opinions as Ben Swett, who wrote to
you on August 26, 2014, that residents of VTP have
"plenty of options," along with his opinion that they
are fair, and that our City Council "worked very hard"
to make them fair.

I looked up and went by Mr. Swett's home about a
block away. I can't tell if it is an apartment or a con-
dominium, but it is for sure it is not a mobile home.
That is why it is not covered by rent control in perpe-
tuity, or protected by four state laws. And maybe Mr.
Swett doesn't understand the difference between
owning a mobile home and living in either an apart-
ment or a condominium, that would explain why he
does not understand the options offered are neither
fair nor legal.

Nonetheless, what I fail to understand is how anyone
whose own home is not at issue feels qualified to have
an opinion at all about whether others - whose homes
are at issue - have "plenty" of options, or even any. I
would not judge how fair what he is offered is when the
owner of his apartment building - if he lives in an apart-
ment - decides to Ellis it. I also would not presume I
know what he should get as a fair price for his condo-
minium if he lives in one. What I do know is that price
would have to be different if he decided to sell, from
what would be required if he were forced to sell, as we
would be if it were legal to force us to sell. The owners
of two homes the school district wants to take to
expand a school in Pico Neighborhood have turned
down a million dollars each. Does Mr. Swett presume he
knows whether that is fair or not, too?

I am grateful we have the law rather than Mr. Swett's
opinion to protect us. And no, it is not over, and no, we
have not been offered fair options, and no, the City
Council did not fight hard or at all for improving those
options, which changed barely at all between the begin-
ning and the end of the Council's deliberations. The
Council presumed without meaningful legal authority
that the Park could be closed, as indeed it could if it
were vacant. Instead of getting outside advice as we
asked, the Council relied on its overpaid house attor-
neys, who are as unqualified about mobile home law
and rent control as Mr. Swett obviously is. These are
the same city attorneys who lost the Embassy Suites, a
landmarked elegant apartment house in a neighbor-
hood of such irreplaceable buildings, to Palihouse, a
hotel in a residential neighborhood. Those attorneys
convinced everyone but us to go to the question of how
much so-called affordable housing would be put at the
project they would approve. 

It ain't happening. It's been 16 months since the City
approved the development agreement, and seven years
now since we got the first eviction notice. We cannot be
evicted. That is why the City instead "tried very hard,"
all right - to get us to leave without having to be evict-
ed. Often City people came, up to six at a time, a city
attorney, rent board administrator, special projects
planner, and three others, and tried to convince us we
had no choice but to take one of the "fair" options the
developer was offering. That we cannot be evicted is
why the developers settled with a few tenants for far
more than the "fair options" the City got offered to us.
For people like us who can do our own legal and plan-
ning work, however, the only fair option is the legal one,
and that has not been offered. So we are still here and
not planning to move. Have you seen "Up"?

Stay tuned.

Brenda Barnes
Santa Monica
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DEAR LIFE MATTERS,
I am extremely worried about my oldest

brother. He has become increasingly moody,
irritable and difficult to get along with. Even
though he enjoys success at work he con-
stantly complaints non-stop about his
employer and co-workers; they never seem
to get anything right. His wife is getting fed
up because he won't talk to her but he does-
n't mind losing his temper with her. He
comes home from work, grabs a beer and
sits in front of the TV until he falls asleep.
His wife has confided in us that they rarely
have sex anymore. It has gotten to the point
that she wonders if there is another woman.
Frankly, my parents and I don't understand
this change in him; he is almost like a
stranger.

My mother and I think that he is
depressed but he insists that he is not; my
father thinks he is just being a jerk and that
we are making excuses for him. My other
brother seems to agree with dad.

Is there any way that we can tell for sure
and how can we get through to him if he is
depressed. Obviously, something is bother-
ing him; my brother says it is none of our
business but what if it really is depression?

Signed,
Worried and at our wits end 

DEAR WORRIED,
Depression is absolutely a possibility, in

fact in sounds very much like a possibility in
this case. The fact that your brother denies it
means nothing and actually is fairly com-
mon among men. In our society, men in
America (if not everywhere) tend to think
they are not masculine, not real men, that
they are somehow weak, if they admit to the
feelings or symptoms of depression such as
hopelessness, feeling overwhelmed or inade-
quate, exhaustion, sadness, or moodiness.

Your father and brother are perfect exam-
ples of this type of thinking. I am sure that
they care about your brother and would
want no harm to come to him but the reali-
ty is that depression occurs in men as well as
women and is associated with a four times
greater risk of committing suicide and is also
linked to a higher risk of heart attack and
stroke as well as a number of other medical
problems. It is also no secret that people who
are depressed, men or women, are more like-
ly to abuse alcohol or other drugs, which is
also a serious health issue.

Depression can take on many forms but
there are two that I want to highlight. In the
mental health field we refer to these as

retarded depression or agitated depression.
In the first type, you see someone being
slowed down, sad, tired, and weepy and
actually, more obviously depressed. The agi-
tated type of depression shows up as agita-
tion, irritability, short-tempered, difficult.
Unfortunately, it is the type we are least sym-
pathetic to and it can be the most dangerous.
These are the people that can put their foot
to the pedal and drive themselves off a cliff.
An agitated depression often causes others
to get fed up and walk away from a person
they once loved, or admired or worked so
well with.

Women are much more likely to discuss
their feelings of depression openly.
Unfortunately, we have come to accept
depression in women and actually for hun-
dreds of years, depression was thought of as
a women's disease. Historically, it was literal-
ly thought of as being connected to PMS!

So, your question is an excellent one but I
really want to emphasize that depression is
much more dangerous in men. Because they
do not tend to talk about feelings and they
view depression as a woman's problem or
definitely not masculine, they are more vul-
nerable to its affects and less likely to seek
treatment.

Fortunately, there are many excellent
treatments now and new ones coming all the
time. Research has shown that certain types
of talk therapy actually change depression as
it occurs in the brain and there is also an
array of good medications available these
days.

The problem is in getting someone to
admit to depression and seek the help that
they need. The funniest, as in strangest,
thing of all is that many people tend to think
that they can handle it own their own. That
they can change their depression with their
own mind, that mind which is depressed!

For men who just cannot seem to get the
help that they need, maybe their wives, sis-
ters or relatives will have to start the process.
Worried, you and your family might want to
see a professional to help you find the best
way to approach your brother, if he can't do
it. Usually, it works and is worth the effort.

DDRR..  BBAARRGGEE  is a licensed psychologist and
licensed marriage and family therapist with
offices in Brentwood, just one mile east of Santa
Monica. Please visit her at www.drbarge.com or
send your anonymous questions to new-
shrink@gmail.com Got something on your mind?
Let her help you with your life matters because
it does!

Dr. JoAnne Barge Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Life Matters

Do Men Get Depressed like Women Do?



WEEKEND EDITION, AUGUST 30-31, 2014

Travel
5Visit us online at www.smdp.com

Diabetic,
kidney/renal and

special diet meals
are available.

Refer     |     Volunteer     |     Donate 

Every weekday our caring volunteers deliver a hot lunch, 
a light dinner, and information about community programs

Foodand Friendship 

CALL 310-394-5133 EXT. 1 TO ENROLL YOURSELF OR A FRIEND

MealsOnWheelsWest.org

Our meals are low
sodium and dietician

approved.

BY CAROLE ORLIN
Special to the Daily Press 

I have been intrigued with Prague, the
capitol of Bohemia in the Czech Republic
(not Czechoslovakia!), since the Velvet
Revolution, a peaceful protest in late 1989
that ended 41 years of communist rule. This
revolution led to its first democratic election
in over four decades. Since then, Prague has
been able to both reclaim its rich past and
evolve into the charming and energetic des-
tination it is today.

Prague was not leveled during World War
II, so its architecture actually dates back over
a thousand years! All kinds of architecture
abound, from the oldest, Romanesque to
Gothic, Renaissance, Baroque, Art Nouveau,
Art Deco and their own style of cubism
called Czech cubism or Cubo-expression-
ism. It seems that everywhere you go every
structure has a fascinating story behind it.
Prague's architectural heritage is rightfully
one of its greatest sources of pride.

Music is also an
important part of
Czech history and
culture. The Velvet
Revolution was
largely influenced
by the many
underground rock
clubs that were
banned by the
c o m m u n i s t
regime. Classical
music is every-
where and an
intrinsic part of
everyday life. Although he was not born
there, Mozart is definitely Prague's home-
boy. He composed some of his most impor-
tant work in Prague, and it was his primary
musical destination. Beethoven is also much
beloved. Located in the historic Lesser Town
district is the Grand Priory Palace which
houses the Beethoven tree, the oldest
sycamore tree in Prague, which according to
legend was a favorite place for Beethoven to
sit and compose. On the other side of the
Palace wall is the Lennon Wall, dedicated to
John Lennon, another Czech favorite.
Anyone is welcome to paint or write some-
thing relevant to Lennon on the wall and
that they do. Supposedly it never looks the
same two days in a row, as people are always
drawing and painting on it. We walked by
there one night and saw some “artists”
adding their artwork to the wall. This is def-
initely a must see.

We decided to stay in Lesser Town, so we
could be within walking distance of Prague's
historic center. We selected the Mandarin
Oriental, Prague, a 99 room multi-award
winning luxury boutique hotel. I was
intrigued by what I had read about this
hotel, because it was at one time a 14th cen-
tury Dominican monastery, and they took
care to keep it historically and architectural-
ly aligned to its fascinating heritage when
they converted it (in 2006) to its current iter-
ation. It is the first hotel that I have stayed at
where I could spend an entire day touring
and learning about its history. For example,
in visiting their spa, I learned that the glass
flooring beneath it showcases the remains of
a Gothic church that was uncovered during
its reconstruction. On the walls, artifacts
that were unearthed are also displayed. A
large part of the outer wall of one of Prague's
oldest churches, St. Mary Magdalene, is
incorporated into the hotel's structure. One
wing of the hotel is Baroque with the origi-
nal architectural features. The sunlit
Dominicus Hall is a former cloister.

We strolled from our hotel to Prague
Castle, the largest ancient castle in the world.
It is a huge complex that, besides being the
official residence of the incumbent
President, is the home of the famous
Lobkowicz Palace, which houses the largest
and oldest privately owned art collection (it
spans six centuries) in the Czech Republic. It
is where the Bohemian Crown jewels are
kept; also on its grounds is the famous St.
Vitus Cathedral, where the remains of many
Bohemian royals are interred, including
good King Wenceslas (sounds familiar). This
is just a sampling of what to see at Prague
Castle 

Another short walk from the Mandarin
Oriental is the Charles Bridge. This 15th
century, 16 arch bridge is truly breathtaking.
It is dotted with dozens of historic, mostly
religious statues, and has breathtaking views
of the Vltava River and everything along it
banks, including the Kafka museum. You
could spend hours on the bridge enjoying
the views and the sculptures, the street musi-
cians and vendors. How could something be
fun and breathtaking at the same time? 

I loved walking almost everywhere, but
the historic cobblestone streets, as quaint
and beautiful as they are, definitely require
“comfortable” shoes. Leave the stilettos at
home! Their public transportation system is
very good, and with a little help, we were
able to take buses or taxis to destinations too
far to walk.

Save some energy from touring because
Prague has an amazing nightlife. There are
so many cafes, bars, pubs and choices for
music, dancing and fine dining. Think jazz,
classical, Czech pop, to name but a few.
Think Moravian wines, Czech beer from
their world famous breweries, absinthe
(Bohemian style absinthe takes getting used
to, be sure to go to a dedicated absinthe bar),
delicious Czech and international cuisine. I
could go on and on, but suffice to say discov-
ering all Prague has to offer probably cannot
be done in one visit, but it sure is fun trying! 

CCAARROOLLEE can be reached at
tangling833@aol.com

PRAGUE (Praha): 
a Bohemian rhapsody 

If you go

From LAX, numerous major international airlines
(including Lufthansa, Delta, Alitalia, British Airways,
Czech Airlines) provide connecting services to Vaclav
Havel Prague Airport (PRG). It is 25-30 minutes from
the airport to the city center.   

WHERE TO STAY
Mandarin Oriental, Prague
Nebovidska 459/1, 11800 Prague 1, Czech Republic
+420 233 088 888
www.mandarinoriental.com

WHERE TO EAT
La Degustation Boheme Bourgeoise
Hastalska 18, Praha 1
420 222 311 234
www.ladegustation.cz
Michelin-starred chefs…Sophisticated
dining…Great place for genuine Czech
cuisine…Seating allows you to view their open
kitchen and watch their chefs work their magic.

Essensia 
located in Mandarin Oriental, Prague
www.manda r i no r i en t a l . c om/p r ague / f i ne -
dining/essensia
Fine dining …Creative menu…Excellent Asian and
modern Czech dishes…Elegant setting.  

La Finestra in Cucina
Platneoska 13, Praha 1
420 222 325 325
www.lafinestra.cz
Large selection of delicious Italian dishes served in a
friendly, informal, setting. 

LENNON
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WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN
TO GOOD PEOPLE BECAUSE
OF THE CARELESSNESS OR
NEGLIGENCE OF OTHERS.

Free Consultation
Over $25 Million Recovered

• CATASTROPHIC PERSONAL INJURIES

• WRONGFUL DEATH

• MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS

• BICYCLE ACCIDENTS

• SPINAL CORD INJURIES

• TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES

• DOG BITES

• TRIP & FALLS

310.392.3055
www.lemlelaw.com

Robert Lemle

You Pay Nothing Until
Your Case Is Resolved

Broadway
Wine & Spirits

(310) 394-8257
1011 Broadway | Santa Monica, CA 90401

send money anywhere in minutes - money orders included

MARY CLARE JALONICK
Associated Press

WASHINGTON The giant African snail dam-
ages buildings, destroys crops and can cause
meningitis in humans. But some people still
want to collect, and even eat, the slimy
invaders.

The Agriculture Department is trying to
stop them. Since June, department authori-
ties have seized more than 1,200 live speci-
mens of the large snails, also known as giant
African land snails, all of them traced back
to one person in Georgia, who was selling
them illegally.

The USDA discovered the snails through
a tip from social media at the end of June.
From that tip, the department seized more
than 200 snails from a person on Long
Island, New York, who identified the seller in
Georgia. The department then interviewed
the seller and seized almost 1,000 more
snails in Georgia, plus one each in Indiana,
Pennsylvania and New York.

Agriculture officials said the investigation
was ongoing and they would not identify
any of the individuals.

It's important to capture the snails with-
out delay, authorities say, because they mul-
tiply quickly, producing 1,200 or more off-
spring a year. And the snails, which can grow
larger than the size of a fist, have no natural
predators in the United States. People are
their only threat.

Florida authorities know this all too well.
Agriculture officials there are in their third
year of trying to eradicate the snails. They
were discovered in Miami in September
2011, and they've been found on houses,
where they eat plaster and stucco to gain cal-
cium for their shells, and in residential gar-
dens, where they tear through plants.

Mark Fagan, a spokesman for the Florida
Department of Agriculture, said the agency
so far has found 141,000 snails in 26 areas of
Miami-Dade County. Luckily, he said, they
have not yet progressed into any of the
state's rich agricultural areas. The snails eat
500 types of plants, including most row
crops and citrus, so keeping them away is an
important investment for the state's $100
billion-a-year farm industry.

Florida first saw the giant snails in the
1960s, when a boy from Miami was believed
to have smuggled some of them in from
Hawaii. His grandmother eventually
released his snails into her garden - starting
an infestation that took 10 years to eradicate.

Fagan said state officials don't know how

the latest infestation started. But people have
different reasons for importing the snails.
Sometimes they arrive accidentally in lug-
gage or cargo. The USDA believes most of
the snails it has seized this year were being
collected by hobbyists who wanted them as
pets. They are also used in some African reli-
gious practices and even in some cosmetic
procedures. And some people consider the
snails a food delicacy.

Consumption was the apparent reason
for one person's attempt to bring 67 live
snails into California in July. U.S. Customs
and Border Protection at Los Angeles
International Airport intercepted the snails,
which were declared by a person from
Nigeria, as for human consumption and des-
tined for a location in Corona, California.
Customs officers said the person appeared
not to know that importation of the live
snails into the United States was illegal.

Eating or handling them could be dan-
gerous, government officials said. According
to the federal Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, the snails can carry a para-
sitic worm that can lead to meningitis.

The Agriculture Department said it wants
to warn people about the threat. People may
not know the live snails are prohibited in the
United States, and if those people report that
they have them, they won't face any penal-
ties. Those who knowingly import them ille-
gally could face fines.

"The more people who know about giant
African snails and know that they are illegal
in the United States, the better we are in
keeping them out," said Wendolyn Beltz, a
director in the USDA's Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service. "If they didn't
know and they are reaching out to us to do
the right thing, there will be absolutely no
penalties for that."

It is legal to import frozen giant African
snails for consumption in the U.S., and live
snails are legal and available in some parts of
Europe, as well as other foreign countries, so
people may not be aware of the U.S. ban.
The snails seized by the USDA this summer
came from Britain, the department said.

Dr. Jim Young, an entomologist at USDA
who identifies snails and other species inter-
cepted in international commerce, said the
best bet is just to be careful when you are
abroad.

"Don't play with snails when you are on
vacation," he said.

Visit http://www.hungrypests.com/the-
threat/giant-african-snail.php for more
information.

USDA seizes more than
1,200 illegal giant snails 
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KEN RITTER
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS A top federal water administra-
tor said Friday that several myths stand in
the way of broad agreements needed to deal
with increasing demand for water in the
drought-stricken and over-allocated
Colorado River basin.

Assistant Secretary of the Interior Anne
Castle told the "Business of Water" confer-
ence in Las Vegas that there's no one-step
way to avoid the possibility of cuts in water
deliveries in the next few years to states
including Arizona and Nevada.

With the crucial Lake Mead reservoir at 38
percent capacity and the Southwest in the grip
of the driest 15-year period in more than a
century, Castle said it will take multiple, incre-
mental agreements to balance the water rights
of cities, farmers, Indian tribes and states.

"Compromise is the only way we're going
to get ourselves out of this drought," she
said. "This is difficult state politics."

Businesses can use their relationships and
economic clout to require responsible water
behavior, she added.

U.S. Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev., under-
scored the severity of the problem in a sepa-
rate address to the conference at the Springs
Preserve in Las Vegas.

Reid quoted Benjamin Franklin speaking
about knowing the worth of water when the
well runs dry.

"We understand the well may not be dry,
but it's going dry," Reid said. "The water sit-
uation in these states is perilous. Lake Mead
is at its lowest level ever. We're all fighting to
keep that well from going dry."

Reid urged the nearly 200 business repre-
sentatives and municipal water managers to
support lawmakers who are willing to recog-
nize climate changes.

Castle is a top government water admin-
istrator in the agency that oversees the feder-
al Bureau of Reclamation, which controls
dams and canals serving the region that's
home to 40 million people and has 4 million
acres of farmland.

The water basin serves Wyoming,

Colorado, Utah, Nevada, California, Arizona
and New Mexico. Mexico and 29 Indian
tribes along the Colorado River also have
senior rights to river water.

Most people understand there is a
drought, Castle said. But most don't under-
stand the interwoven nature of water rights.

Farmers get first dibs on most of the
water harnessed by the more than 100 dams
in the basin, under agreements dating back
to the Colorado River Compact of 1922.
Since that time, cities such as Denver, Salt
Lake City, Phoenix, San Diego, Los Angeles
and Las Vegas have grown rapidly.

Some 16.5 million acre-feet of water are
promised to the various entities. But Castle
noted that's more than the river system's
annual intake of some 15 million acre-feet of
rainfall and snowmelt - an amount that has
been declining during drought years. One
acre-foot of water is about enough to serve
two average Las Vegas-area homes for a year.

Castle said combined water storage in
dams on the Colorado River is about 60 mil-
lion acre-feet. That amount has been drawn
down from full in 2000 to about 51 percent
today, at 30.4 million acre-feet.

Castle said other myths are that cities just
need to stop wasting water on fountains, golf
courses and swimming pools, and that water
is too valuable to use on farms.

Cities in the Southwest are actually mod-
els in water efficiency, reuse and conserva-
tion, Castle said. And cutting water to farms
in areas such as the Imperial Valley of
California would cripple vegetable and fruit
production and hurt an economy that she
called the foundation of the basin.

States alone won't be able to deal with
shortages, she said.

"Myths can be dangerous. They allow us
to slip into complacency," she said. "We're all
in this together."

The two-day conference was hosted by
Colorado-based Protect the Flows and
Nuestro Rio, an organization of Latino elect-
ed officials in several Southwest states. It
drew more than 100 corporations, Main
Street businesses, municipal water agencies
and business associations, organizers said.

US official airs 'myths' on
Colorado River water 
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Santa Monica Recycling Center
2411 Delaware Avenue in Santa Monica

(310) 453-9677

CRV Aluminum Cans
$1.75 per pound

with this coupon expires 10-31-14

CRV Aluminum      Plastic      Glass      Bi-Metal      Newspaper
CardboardWhite/Color/Computer Paper      Copper & Brass      

Tues-Fri: 9-6pm Sat: 8-5pm
Appointments not required.

2918 Santa Monica Blvd. Santa Monica
Call for an appointment 310.315.1098

$20Haircuts
9AM - NOON - Monday-Friday

Haircut Happy Hour

Do You Have 
Type1Diabetes?

Are you over 18 years old?
NRI is conducting clinical studies to assess new investigational 

medications and devices for adults with type 1 diabetes.

Email: T1DM@NRItrials.com 
2010 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 302, Los Angeles, CA 90057

Call: 877-720-8484

Broadway
Wine & Spirits

(310) 394-8257
1011 Broadway | Santa Monica, CA 90401

Japanese Beer Specials!
Sapporro, 12pk Cans $9.99

Sapporo 24 oz cans, Silver and Gold, 2 for $5

Craft Brew Specials 

Fat Tire Amber lager 6 pk bottles $7.99
Samuel Adams, all flavors, 6pk bottles $7.99

JOSEPH PISANI
AP Business Writer

NEW YORK The latest banks are small
enough to fit in the palm of your hand.

Startups, such as Moven and Simple, offer
banking that's designed specifically for
smartphones, enabling users to track their
spending on the go. Some things haven't
changed. Like traditional banks, customers
open a checking account, get a debit card
and are able to make check deposits and pay
their bills. Like many Internet banks before
them, they have no maintenance or over-
draft fees, there are no physical branches and
depositing cash is a challenge. What makes
Moven and Simple different is their apps.
Every time a debit card is swiped at a store, a
notification is sent to the phone letting the
user know how much was spent and how
much money is left in the account.

"It makes them mindful of what they
spend," says Alex Sion, president and co-
founder of Moven, comparing it to fitness
activity trackers. "What Fitbit and Nike Fuel
does for your health, we do for your wallet."

Both services automatically categorize
purchases to provide an overview of what
was spent on groceries, dining out or other
areas over time. With Simple, users can set
goals, such as saving up for a new bike, and
the app will show how much needs to be
saved every day to meet that goal.

Moven and Simple say most of their users
are between the ages of 25 and 36, an age
group that is often ignored by bigger banks
who are more concerned with customers
who have more money in their accounts.
Portland, Oregon-based Simple, says it has
more than 100,000 customers. Moven,
which is based in New York, declined to say
how many customers it has.

The two companies make money from

fees merchants pay every time customers
swipe their debit card. The accounts are
insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation, but Moven and Simple don't
actually hold the money that customers
deposit. Moven, which launched for public
use in March, partners with CBW Bank
which holds the deposits. Simple, which was
acquired by Spanish bank BBVA earlier this
year, partners with The Bancorp Bank for its
deposits.

The two services are not for everyone.
Neither one of them offer savings accounts.
But both Moven and Simple say that they
may be offered in the future. Neither mobile
bank lends money, so those seeking person-
al loans or a credit card need to look else-
where.

But no-frills banking is enough for some.
John Carr opened a Simple account in

2012 when the service was still in being test-
ed by a small group of customers. He quick-
ly closed his accounts at Bank of America
where he was getting charged overdraft and
ATM fees. He keeps a savings account at a
military bank in Texas.

Carr, 35, has his pay sent directly to his
Simple account. To pay his rent, he uses
Simple's bill pay function to send a paper
check to his old-school landlord every
month.

When he wanted to save $1,600 for a new
laptop, he used the app to come up with a
six-month budget.

The app also made him realize he was
spending too much on fast food and gas. So
he cut down on eating out and now rides the
subway to get to his information technology
job at a Los Angeles movie studio.

"It's saved me so much," says Carr.
Visit https://moven.com or

https://www.simple.com for more informa-
tion.

Startups offer banking
for smartphone users 



WEEKEND EDITION, AUGUST 30-31, 2014

Local
9Visit us online at www.smdp.com

See just 
how big 
your savings
could be.
Your savings could add 

up to hundreds of dollars

when you put all your 

policies together under 

our State Farm® roof.

GET TO A 
BETTER STATE.®

CALL ME TODAY.

EMAIL: dave@dr4insurance.com

The Oklevueha Native American Church, a 501c(3) is seeking donations  of anything

of value- Cash, Vehicles, boats, RV’s or property to benefit the people of Indian

Reservations.  Know someone with cancer or epilepsy? The Native American Church

has unique access to a plant medicine (CBD) reported on by CNN’s Chief Medical

Correspondent, and we’re seeking the capital resources to make it available TO ALL.

(323) 388-5134

crime prevention coordinator.
“Most of the things that I do are on a

proactive basis and that's a positive thing. I'm
in a roll where I'm a facilitator to direct some-
one whether it's with a neighborhood watch,
or a security survey and if I can't accommo-
date someone's needs I can utilize Scott,” he
said. “Being able to do that in the town that
you grew up with, with a lot of people that
you know, that personal contact, it's been very
positive to my career to be able to help people
that I grew up with and that I know.”

He described McGee as a Swiss army
knife of the police department working on
whatever issue comes up that day.

McGee said community-policing enables
residents to get the services they need where
a patrol officer might be limited to solving
the immediate problem without addressing
the root causes.

“That's where we can help people a lot
because we have the time and resources to
dedicate and listen to people problems and
set up meetings with people,” he said.
“Whatever the issues are that come up, that's
what our attention will go to. If there's a
series of vehicle breakins, my attention goes
towards that problem and I will come up
with a plan to take care of that problem and
we'll use whatever resources we can, and we
have a lot of resources in Santa Monica.”

McGee said his workload had shifted
with the arrival of warm weather.

“In summer time, my time is spent a lot
between Montana and Wilshire dealing with
neighbor disputes, generally over noise.
Sometimes it's a violation, sometimes it's a
clash of lifestyles,” he said. “That's where we
come in and can mediate some of that, with
quality of life issues.”

He said he adapts his role to the situation.
“We wear many hats, sometimes we're

more of a liaison officer, sometimes we're on
patrol, or are mediators or a reference
source. We're also someone that can connect
people and be the bridge between the com-
munity and the police department,” he said.

Beat 4 extends from the north east corner
of the city to Wilshire and Ocean Ave. The
team described the beat as two distinct
neighborhoods, with half the area contain-
ing high density apartments and half being
increasingly upscale single family homes.

They said the area continues to undergo
shifts, including a movement toward more
month-to-month leases, fewer long-term
residents and an every increasing tourism
industry.

“I've watched the city as a whole trans-
form from a small town environment to now
dealing with a city that's a world class resort
and destination worldwide,” said Cveyich.

They said local residents could insulate
themselves against some kinds of crime by
building on the strengths of the community.

“Get to know your neighbors,” said
McGee, “I think one of the best crime fight-
ing tools is a cohesive community.”

matt@smdp.com

BEAT
FROM PAGE 1

Matthew Hall matt@smdp.com
BEAT 4: The area includes the now bustling Montana Ave. 

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! SEND YOUR LETTERS TO • Santa Monica Daily Press • Attn.
Editor: • 1640 5th Street, Suite 218 • Santa Monica, CA 90401 • editor@smdp.com
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The Pretenders Studio is committed to positively impacting our community through our love of dance.

www.thepretendersstudio.com

Dance Classes for Teens!
Child and Adult Classes are open for enrollement! Enrolling Now!

DANCE CLASSES
NOW REGISTERING

1635 16th Street, Santa Monica CA 90404 • (310) 450-1800

ALL STYLES INCLUDING

BALLET, JAZZ, TAP, HIP HOP

BRAND

NEW

FACILITY

“ D A N C E F O R A D I F F E R E N C E ”

regulations for outdoor fitness trainers, were
completed on time, according to department
officials.

Some projects, like the beach bathroom
replacement project, are behind schedule.
It’s 95 percent complete, city officials said,
with delays in electrical service.

Beach volleyball court improvements,
which were schedule to be done by
November of this year, are behind schedule
because no companies bid on the electrical
improvements contract.

Results for one goal, involving a
Hospitality Training Academy (HTA)
grant, are well below the benchmark. The
department was tasked with placing 50
youths (ages 18-24) into jobs through the
program but, as of June only 14 youths
have been successful. The first four
months of the program, department offi-
cials note, were dedicated to its design and
start up.

COMMUNITY AND GOVERNMENT 
RELATIONS DIVISION

Many of City Hall’s Community and
Government Relations Division deadlines
are set for the end of next fiscal year, June 30,
so many projects are still in the works.

Several agreements with Expo regarding
the incoming light rail have been completed or
are well on their way, according to the report.

The department conducted a poll about a
potential ballot initiative for a bond to cover
the construction of a new Fire Station 1.
They found that there was not enough sup-
port for the concept to go the voting route
and, because city officials say Santa Monica
is in dire need of a new station, opted to
finance it through a different bond.

Community and Government Relations
also headed up the controversial develop-
ment poll, which found that residents’ opin-
ion of City Hall divided along age and ethnic
lines — with older residents and white resi-
dents thinking the city is getting worse.

The department produced 108 new stu-
dio television shows last fiscal year, shy of its
160-show goal.

dave@smdp.cpm

GOALS
FROM PAGE 1

LOS ANGELES
Injunction blocks Los Angeles marijuana market 

A judge has blocked a marijuana farmers market in Los Angeles and ordered organiz-
ers to shut down their business.

A preliminary injunction was issued Friday against operation of the outdoor medical
pot market in the Boyle Heights area. It prevents the market from being held pending a
trial at a later date.

The California Heritage Market was held over several weekends earlier this year and
attracted big crowds.

But City Attorney Mike Feuer claims the market violates Proposition D, a voter-
approved measure that limited the number of medical marijuana dispensaries in the city.

The judge also ruled that the market's sponsor, West Coast Collective, violated the
measure and ordered it to shut down.

A call to the collective's attorney, David Welch, wasn't immediately returned.
-MH

LOS ANGELES
HIV case proves false; porn moratorium called off 

The advocacy group for the adult film industry has called off a production moratori-
um after just a day because a performer's HIV test turned out to be a false positive.

The Free Speech Coalition said in a statement Friday that further testing showed that
the porn performer does not have HIV, and tests of the person's private and on-screen
partners also came back negative.

The group had called for the industry-wide moratorium on Thursday after the uniden-
tified performer had a test return positive. Such moratoriums aren't binding but gener-
ally bring compliance within the industry.

With the negative test, the porn industry has yet to have a reported case of HIV in
2014, after three in 2013.

-MH
LOS ANGELES
Slice of Princess Diana's wedding cake auctioned 

A 33-year-old slice of cake from Prince Charles and Princess Diana's 1981 wedding has
sold at auction for $1,375.

The cake, still in its original white and silver presentation box, was sold online
Thursday by Nate D. Sanders Auctions of Los Angeles.

With the box was a card stating, "With best wishes from Their Royal Highnesses, the
Prince & Princess of Wales."

Auction house spokesman Sam Heller says the buyer is a private collector.
Although the cake came wrapped in its original wax paper, Heller says it wouldn't be

a good idea to try to eat it.
He adds, however, that there is a small but dedicated group of royal cake collectors.
Some, Heller says, have purchased cakes dating to the days of Britain's Queen

Victoria, who married in 1840.
-MH

LOS ANGELES
Southern California surf diminishing 

Advisories for high surf along the Southern California coast have been canceled for all
but Orange County as remnants of a former hurricane diminish in the eastern Pacific.

The National Weather Service say the remaining high surf advisories will end at 8 p.m.
Friday, but surfers and swimmers should use caution because of large waves still rolling
ashore on some beaches and the likelihood of strong currents.

Huge surf battered the coast starting late Tuesday when swells arrived from then-
Hurricane Marie spinning off the coast of Mexico.

The swell peaked Wednesday with some of the biggest surf seen along Southern
California in years. Seal Beach homes experienced minor flooding, piers lost pilings, a
lifeguard building was lost to breakers and significant damage occurred at a Santa
Catalina Island boatyard.

-MH

ASSOCIATED PRESS BRIEFS
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Surf Forecasts Water Temp: 71.6°

SATURDAY –FAIR TO GOOD – SURF: 3-5 ft waist to head high occ. 6ft
S/SSW Marie swell easing; blend of SW/S Southern Hemi swells fade; 
small NW windswell joins in 

SUNDAY – POOR – SURF: 3-4 ft waist to shoulder high
SSW/SW Marie swell fading; new longer period SW swell 
starts to fill in through the day; small NW windswell 

MONDAY – FAIR – SURF: 1-2 ft thigh to chest high
Modest SW swell takes over - plus sets for standouts; 
SSW Marie swell drops out; small NW windswell 

TUESDAY – POOR – SURF: 2-3 ft thigh to chest high
Modest SW swell - plus sets for standouts; small NW windswell 

S U R F R E P O R T

LINDA DEUTSCH
AP Special Correspondent

LOS ANGELES When asked how much
money she wanted to sell the Los Angeles
Clippers, the wife of disgraced team owner
Donald Sterling handed a piece of paper to
her lawyer with two numbers: $1.5 to $2.

What wasn't written was understood -
she meant billions, shocking figures for a
franchise that until recently was a perpetual
loser. But Shelly Sterling soon brokered a
deal to part with the team for a record $2 bil-
lion, selling it to former Microsoft CEO
Steve Ballmer, a buyer whose name she did
not know at first.

In an exclusive interview Thursday with
The Associated Press, she offered details
about negotiating one of the richest deals in
sports after her husband's racist rant to a
girlfriend prompted the NBA to ban him for
life and force him to give up the team. That's
when she stepped in.

"I was given the task and I did it," she
said. "I just did what I had to do."

For a half-century, Shelly Sterling had
worked in her husband's shadow, renovating
and decorating their real-estate properties
while he built a business empire. Now she
was the key decision maker at the center of
one of the sports world's most closely
watched transactions.

She hired well-known attorney Pierce
O'Donnell, and prospective buyers started
lining up. David Geffen made an offer of
$1.65 billion, and an Egyptian princess also
entered the bidding war, she said.

Ballmer called her at 7 a.m. on a Saturday.
"He was really enthusiastic," she recalled.

"He said I want to come see you immediately."
She put him off until the next day and

quickly called a girlfriend to find out who he
was.

When they met, "he was a like a little
child," she remembered. "He was so excited,
so happy. We sort of connected. I felt he
would be good for the team."

She said he asked her how much the other
bidders had offered and then put forward his
own figure - $1.9 billion. That was far more
than most observers believed the team was
worth, but Shelly Sterling wasn't satisfied.

"I told him: 'You won't have to build an
arena or a practice field.' So he was getting a
bargain. And I told him, 'We have great play-
ers, a great coach and you'll never have the
chance to buy a team in Los Angeles again."

After her speech, she recalled, "He said,
'O.K. I'll give you two.' He really, really want-
ed the team."

She said she extracted a promise that he
would never move the team to Seattle, his
hometown. The deal closed after a bitter
probate fight with her husband.

Ballmer gave her the title "owner emeri-
tus" and said she would have floor tickets for
all games. She also gets three championship

rings if the team wins an NBA title.
The negotiations put her in an unusually

public role.
"I never liked the spotlight. I didn't like to

get up and speak," she said. "But you don't
know your potential until you're thrown
into something."

She found herself in the middle of a pub-
licity maelstrom with the release of explosive
audio tapes of her husband denouncing his
young girlfriend for bringing black men to
Clippers games, including former Los
Angeles Lakers star Magic Johnson.

She declined to discuss details about her
legal battle with V. Stiviano, the woman who
released the tapes.

"I think it was very unfortunate that she
would have done what she did," she said,
adding that Stiviano had "ruined our lives
for our whole family."

Once Ballmer's offer was accepted, the
drama moved to probate court. Shelly
Sterling had removed her husband from the
family trust, saying he was suffering from
the early stages of Alzheimer's disease, which
she first noticed about a year earlier "when
he would call me sometimes and his voice
would not be like usual."

Doctors supported her claims, but he
insisted he was in full control of his faculties.
When she tried to approach him in court, he
growled, "Get away from me, you pig."

It was a painful moment in a 59-year
marriage. She said he has since apologized.
She blames his illness.

The marriage has had rough patches, she
said, and the two have been estranged since
the death of their diabetic son from a drug
overdose last year.

She remembered their high school
romance, when he crashed her 16th birthday
party, and the years they spent building a
real-estate portfolio of 160 apartment build-
ings in Los Angeles.

Asked if she knew her husband was
unfaithful over the years, she said: "I can't
say if I was blind to it or I didn't know to ask.
I was raising my three kids, and I was very
involved in taking care of the buildings ...
There were always excuses that he was work-
ing with one girl or another. Maybe I didn't
want to realize it."

She considered divorce but was told by
lawyers that a split would be "of no benefit."

"What's the point at our age?" she said. "I
still feel sorry for him. I think he's going to
make it right, and he'll be OK. "

These days, she said, the two are "on bet-
ter terms."

They try not to talk about the case, but
they have a business together. "So we have to
talk," she said.

Asked about his mental condition, she
said her husband has been "a little better, a
little sweeter and softer."

Losing the team "was very hard on him,"
she said. "But I'll always feel it's our team."

Sterling says Clippers deal
started with 2 numbers 
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★ Whatever your plans might be, use
your instincts. Make sure you also relax. You
tend to worry or get nervous. This is not the
time or day for such stress. Tonight: The only
answer is "yes."

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★ You will be out of ideas until someone
starts sharing his or her weekend plans. This
person even might invite you along. Be more
spontaneous; you will enjoy the change of
pace. Tonight: Let it all hang out.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ A friend might question your judgment
as you spend time with someone this person
simply can't relate to. Honor an opportunity to
clear the air; otherwise, you could be backed
into a corner. Keep discussions light and easy.
Tonight: Only do what you want.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Your sense of direction will be tested.
A question could trigger more thoughts and
possibilities than you might have expected.
You'll realize the provocative nature of what
was said so innocently. Tonight: Toss yourself
into the festivities.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Excitement marks your interactions
with others. A loved one seems to be full of sur-
prises. Your imagination is strong enough to baf-
fle many people, but one person could shock you
with his or her creativity. Make plans more often
together. Tonight: The action is at your place.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
★★★★★ You have a tendency to tell it like it
is. Your ability to get past someone's resist-
ance could surprise you. This person is likely to
let his or her guard down, and it might force
you to rethink how you relate to him or her. Be
kinder than you usually are. Tonight: Till the
wee hours.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★ You tend to get very involved in festivi-
ties only to regret it later. Try not to
overindulge, and you will be happier. Stay
focused, and spend some special time with a
family member. Tonight: Wherever the party is.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★★ You'll lead others toward the appro-
priate festivities for this long weekend. With
any luck, an offbeat idea will pay off. A parent
or older friend might not want you to forget
him or her.  Tonight: Others depend on you;
don't decide on a quiet night.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ You could be in the midst of a conflict-
ed situation. Consider how much of the prob-
lem might be coming from your perceptions.
Ask for feedback from someone you respect
and who can tell you the truth as he or she sees
it. Tonight: Stay close to home.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★ Make a point of touching base with
your friends right now. You won't want to
leave someone out when planning a party.
How you see a difficult situation could
change with the hospitable mood you are in.
Let bygones be bygones. Tonight: Only where
the crowds are.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
★★★★ Listen to what someone older chooses
to share with you. As a result, you'll get a bet-
ter sense of this person and where he or she is
coming from. Be aware of what is happening
with a loved one. Listen well, and you will be
rewarded. Tonight: Off to a get-together.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★ Make it OK to invite someone to a get-
together at the last minute. Even if you live
several hours away from each other, this invita-
tion will mean more to this person than you
might realize. Tonight: Be merry.

This year you will be more prone to excess. Your self-discipline

seems to be off, and it could become a problem. Friends sur-

round you often, and your popularity grows. Your communica-

tion skills also become even better. If you are single, you are likely to meet someone who seems exciting.

Only time will tell if this person is truly emotionally available. Remember, there are other fish in the sea. If

you are attached, keep communication flowing, and don't get involved in little spats. SCORPIO knows how

to trick you into sharing a secret!

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

Weekend Edition, August 30-31, 2014

By John DeeringSpeed Bump By Dave Coverly

Aero Theatre
1328 Montana Ave.
(310) 260-1528

Aug. 30
The Lord of The Rings Trilogy
1 p.m.

Aug. 31
Los Angeles Plays Itself
5 p.m.

AMC Loews Broadway 4
1441 Third Street Promenade
(310) 458-3924

Boyhood 2:43 (R)
11 a.m., 1:40 p.m.

The Hundred-Foot Journey 2:02 (PG)
11:25 a.m., 2:15 p.m., 4:50 p.m., 7:55 p.m., 10:20 p.m.

Lucy 1:29 (R)
5:30 p.m., 8:10 p.m., 10:35 p.m.

The Giver 1:37 (PG-13)
11:15 a.m., 2:25 p.m., 5:15 p.m., 7:40 p.m., 10:40 p.m.

When the Game Stands Tall 1:55 (PG)
11:10 a.m., 1:50 p.m., 4:30 p.m., 7:15 p.m., 10:10 p.m.

AMC 7 Santa Monica 
1310 Third St.
(310) 451-9440

As Above, so Below 1:33 (R)
11:45 a.m., 2:30 p.m., 5:05 p.m., 7:45 p.m., 10:15 p.m.

Frank Miller’s Sin City 2: A Dame To Kill For 1:42 (R) 3D
2:45 p.m., 5:30 p.m., 8:15 p.m., 10:45 p.m.

Frank Miller’s Sin City 2: A Dame To Kill For 1:42 (R)
11:55 p.m.

Guardians of the Galaxy 2:01 (PG-13) 3D
2 p.m., 8 p.m.

Guardians of the Galaxy 2:01 (PG-13)
10:40 a.m., 4:15 p.m. 10 p.m.

If I Stay
11:30 a.m., 2:10 p.m., 4:45 p.m., 7:30 p.m., 10:30 p.m.

Let’s Be Cops 1:44 (R)
10:50 a.m., 1:40 p.m., 4:10 p.m., 7:05 p.m., 9:55 p.m.

The November Man 1:48 (R)
10:45 a.m., 1:30 p.m., 4:05 p.m., 7 p.m., 9:50 p.m.

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 1:41 (PG-13) 3D
5:15 p.m., 10:45 p.m.

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 1:41 (PG-13)
11:15 a.m., 1:35 p.m., 7:15 p.m.

For more information, e-mail editor@smdp.com

MOVIE TIMES

TILL THE WEE HOURS, VIRGO

office (310) 458-7737

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?
Check out the HOROSCOPES above!
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■ I (Heart) Strangers: Two age-
30ish men knocked on the door of a
Sebastian, Texas, woman at 12:30
a.m. on Aug. 3, asking for water and
if they could please come inside to
charge their cellphone -- and the
woman apparently cheerfully invit-
ed them in, later offering them use
of her backyard shed to grab some
sleep. She did not learn until a short
time later, when a law enforcement
manhunt widened into her neigh-
borhood, that they were wanted for
murdering a U.S. Border Patrol
agent. Officers arrested the pair
inside the shed.
■ (1) Chung-Ang University in South
Korea announced in April that its
traditional-sport Department of
Sport Science would begin accept-
ing -- as legitimate "student ath-
letes" -- video gamers. (2) Also in
April, Berlin's Lutheran Georgen
Parochial cemetery inaugurated a
4,300-square-foot area of its
grounds as reserved exclusively for
lesbians -- for women who, said a
spokesman, "want to be buried
among other lesbians."

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

oossccuullaattee
\\  OOSS--kkyyuuhh--lleeyytt  \\    ,,  vveerrbb;;
1. to kiss.
2. to bring into close contact or
union.

WORD UP!

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

1984– STS-41-D: The Space
Shuttle Discovery

takes off on its maiden voyage.

1995– NATO launches
Operation Deliberate

Force against Bosnian Serb forces.

1999– East Timor voted for
independence from

Indonesia in a referendum.

2003– While being towed
across the Barents

Sea, the de-commissioned Russian
submarine K-159 sinks, taking 9 of
her crew and 800 kg of spent
nuclear fuel with her.

TODAY IN HISTORY

King Features Syndicate

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

MYSTERY PHOTO Matthew Hall matt@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $8.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 40¢ per word per day. Ad must run a 
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 2:30 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All 
private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our
offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily
Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified 
display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!
There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

PREPAY YOUR AD TODAY!

Classifieds
$8.50 per day. Up to 15 words, 40 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310)458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not guaranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Employment 

Help Wanted
LUMBER YARD PERSON Local lumber 
yard in Santa Monica looking for an 
experienced person to work full time in 
yard. (310) 395-0956 
YARDPERSON F/T, including Sat. Will 
train. Lifting req’d. Apply in person: 
Bourget Bros. 1636 11th St. Santa 
Monica, Ca 90404 

Services

Personal Services
BLISSFUL RELAXATION! Experience 
Tranquility & Freedom from Stress 
through Nurturing & Caring touch in 
a total healing environment. Lynda, 
LMT: 310-749-0621 

Real Estate

Commercial

SANTA MONICA OFFICE SUITE for 
lease in beautiful garden building. 
Approx. 610 square feet, split-
level suite. Utilities included. 30th 
Street near Ocean Park Boulevard. 
$1,850.00/ month. (310) 456-
7031 X175 

For Rent
SM 1-BDR 9-Month Lease Hardwood, 
top-fl oor, parking, contemporary fur-
niture, stnlss appl, plasmaTV, gated. 
$1,850 (310) 292-2550 
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